ES 


ABSTRAC 


2 
E. 


OF THE 


PROCEEDINGS 


OF THE 


APPOINTED FOR SUPPORTING THE 
CIVIL RIGHTS 
proteftant-Dillenters 


COMMENCEMENT OF THE INSTITUTION, 


LONDON: | 


PRINTED BY k. 1. GALABIN, INGRAM-COURT) 
COMES AVNET -STREET. 


A = 
> = 
— 
; 
' 
1 , 
oy 
4 
- 
33 4 
. 
* 
- * 
"4 
* 
* 
— 
— 
5 — 
923 3 
. 
— 5 
* 
— 
* > 
+ 
* 
- 
„ - 
- -, 
*. 
_ 
. 
— — 
* - 
i 
g C 1 
. 
* * 
F 
* 
1 
* 
* 
4 
* 
* — ; 
. 
" 
we.” - 


* 
PIES 
* 1 
—— 
* 
4 
+ 
.. 
* — 
4 
- 
* 4 
- 3 2 * % 
0 }/ 
. k ; 
= 
% » 
* 
Y * 
4 * 
— 
6 * 
- 
* 
* 


1 


£ 
4 
a 
1 
_ 
ES 
oh 
Gi 
21 
% 
* * 
2 
5 


1 
1 
Ke 


© Surdry Afairs )))) 
Proceedings relating to the Repeal of the Corporation 


Claims of Fees, I In 


Refuſals to Regiſter . . . 4 


CONTENTS. 


Introduction rr ea re er 


og EO VA 


Clergy. — Refuſals to perform Duty, Sc. 98 
Legacies and Aunuitie s 
%%% Rr pe nl egy 


Parliamentary Proceedings 
Parochial Afﬀairs OE * . L © 8989 -'. # „ - 
%% „ . . «+. +: 


77 is ns et 10's. 


School-Mafters LE nee es Hos tet: -þ 


and Teft Laws 1 App. No. I. 
American Colonie 4 I. 


n en,, ng gn ins III. 
Preſent State of the Laus IV. 


a 
. ws * _ | 
Fe k * 1 88 og 9s 
FRI FE I, is, ES hos : —.— n * | 
2 80 — — ? CHI LICL. 1 — uns RR 
Fa. N Ws 5 ENS: d | 
+ : 
. 5 
— 
> | | i 
. : 
- 
- | 
F | 
> | | 
| Jn 
* 
* 
g - 
* 
a 
EF * : 
4 _ 
P 
5 
« | 
N . 
* 
* 
- 4 
, 
* | 
” 
* 
. 
. 
\ 4 | 
® 
” | | | 
* 
F * 
4 
x 
4 
+ 
| * 
N * 
| on 
* 
” 
£ 
> 
— ; 
| — 
. a : 
* i 
- 
2 
3 : 
* 
8 » 
* | 
g * 
* 
© % 
4 
« 
E 
0 
. : t 
* * 
n 
* 
* 
> 
| * 
7 
= : 5 
» 
7 | | | 
f by ö : 
© * 
” 
/ 
: 4 
0 
. 1 | 
" F | 
| « 
CY 7 
* . : 
e - 
* 
4 


L led to review the Abſtract of their Proceedings which 
1 was printed ſome years ago, were of opinion, that a 
more complete and better arranged digeſt of the caſe 

I which from time to time have been Jaid before "ip 
might not only give information in ſome degree intereſt- 
F ing to the body of Diſſenters, but likewiſe anſwer the 
more valuable purpoſe of affording to their Brethren, 


throughout the country, uſeful directions how to act in 


many ſituations of difficulty or embarraſſment, ſhould 
ſuch again occur. —With theſe views have the follow- 
ing pages been drawn up; to which it was thought 
that a brief account of the origin of the inſtituion 
might form a proper introduction. 2b Fn 


| When the firſt application Was a to the legiſla- 
ture for the repeal of the Teſt and Corporation Laws, 


in 1732, a Committee was appointed for the manage- | 


B ment 


HE Committee of * Deputies for ſupporting the 
Civil Rights of the Diſſenters, having lately been 


HE" 


ment of the buſineſs. Unfortunately, a8 many think, 
for all parties, the attempt was unſucceſsful; but in 
one point at leaſt it was of advantage. Although the 
incapacities, to which Diſſenters were ſubjected by the 
laws in queſtion, were the only grievances to which 
the attention of that Committee was immediately 
called, it was obvious to all, and ſeverely felt by many, 3 
that theſe, and the other differences which exiſted be- 
tween their legal ſituation and that of their fellow- ſub- 
jects, involved them in various inconveniences of no 
{mall 1 importance. 


The Neude, of the vulgar were confirmed by 
the inſinuated opinion of the legiſlature in their diſ- 7 
favour; and the ill temper of their enemies availed 
itſelf, in many inſtance, of the laws themſelves, and 
in more, of the ignorance or miſconſtruction of them, 
to haraſs thoſe, whoſe mediocrity of fortune or ſitua- 
tion in life did not allow them the means of contend- bo 
BD ing againſt the power of their oppreſſors, however in- 
1 juriouſly or even illegally exerted. To obviate or ; 
__ correct, therefore, as far as might be poſſible, evils of | i; 
ſo great extent and magnitude, it was thought expe- 
| dient, that the Deputies, to be anqually elected by the 
congregations in and near London, ſhould continue as BY 
a permanent body, to whom their Brethren, ſcattered 4 
over the country at inconvenient diſtances from the 
6 great centre of legal and political affairs, might have E | 
recourſe for advice and aſſiſtance 1 in | caſes of emer- | 


: 2 NCYs 
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"ey 


f 


The number and variety: of the applications which 
have been continually made to theſe Depuries, at once 


prove the utility of the inſtitution, and are ajuſt ground 


of the ſevereſt cenſure on a ſyſtem; by which a body of 
loyal and peaceable ſubjects were compelled to take ſo 
extraordinary a ſtep, under a government from which 


they had a right to expect equal eſtimation and im- 


partial juſtice, 


The Committee are well aware of the i import and 
beneficial alterations which have, of late years, taken 
place in the laws reſpecting Diſſenters: they doubt 
not, that this conſideration will confirm the reſolution 


of their Brethren, uniformly to abſtain from all reſiſt- 


ance, even to what they cannot but regard as injuſtice, 


as long as it ſhall unfortunately continue to be law 


but they alſo truſt that the recollection of paſt op- 
preſſion, and the ſenſe of preſent inconveniences, will 
determine them to embrace the firſt favourable mo- 
ment, again to claim, for themſelves and their poſte- 
rity, thoſe rights, important both in their nature and 
their conſequences, which have ſo long been withheld; 
and will maintain the ſpirit of ſteady and vigorous re- 
ſiſtance againſt any farther encroachments on thoſe re- 
ligiòdus liberties, to which, as men and citizens of a 
free ſtate, Diſſenters are indiſputably entitled, and of 
which they, more perhaps than any other claſs of the 
ſubjects of this realm, are led by their peculiar ſitua- 
tion to ſtudy the nature and to appreciate the value. 


B 2 2 The 


— — 


r 


: The cafes which have been ſelected from the mi- 


nute-books, it has been thought proper to arrange 
under their reſpective heads, in the order of time in 
which they occurred. Very many have been omit- 


ted, ſome as of leſs conſequence, and others, as un- 
fortunately deficient in information as to the reſult; 


but, from the general maſs, three have been ex- 
cepted, as well on account of their greater length and 
more diſtinguiſned importance, as becauſe, for different 


reaſons, they rather ſerve as memorials of paſt di- 


figence and zeal, than as guides for future conduct. 


Separate relations are thereſore given: — Firſt, Of 


the proceedings which have been had, at different pe- 
riods, for the purpoſe of obtaining the repeal of the 


Corporation and Teſt Laws: — Secondly, Of the va- 


rious interferences in behalf of the American Diſſen- 


ters previous to the unhappy ſeparation of the two 
countries: — and, Thirdly, Of the cauſe between the 
City of London and Mr. Evans, which involved in it 
intereſts and principles ſo important, that, though 
after ſo ſatisfactory a deciſion, no apprehenſion can 
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exiſt of the revival of any ſuch oppreſſive attempts, ; 


yet it cannot but be thought deſerving of being held 
in eee and perpetual reme mbrance. 


T he Committee cannot conchae without n 
thoſe, who. may in future have any correſpondence 


of 


with them, to be careful in tranſmitting exact accounts 


Cy ) 

I of the iſſue of each affair, for want of which, the 
minutes loſe much both of their regularity and of 
{2 their uſefulneſs; to which muſt be added, their moſt 
2 earneſt recommendation to all their Diſſenting Brethren, 
| 3 anxiouſly to abſtain from thoſe diſputes among them- 
2 ſelves, of which but too many traces appear in theſe 
records. On this point let it be remembered, that as 
interference in ſuch contentions is not the object of the 
ö delegation, the Committee can only be induced to pay 
] them any attention, from the wiſh of preventing the 
| Klifreputable conſequence of appeals to the deciſion of 
the law. 


2 e who have occaſion 14 apply to the Deputa- 


; 7 Yon, are defired to addreſs their letters to the Secretary, 
81 Ur. Jon WEBSTER, Atteriy-at-Law, Dueen-ſireet, 
33 2 ade. 
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1] 4 $309 - BIRTHS, REGISTER OF. 5404 

N the year 1 1 te Committees eſtablihel a "prog 
Jof che births of the children of Proteſtant Diſſenters of 
dhe three denominations, and of the baptiſms of 1h. of 


| EV den, as er be We in their er, *, 


5 


; This 3 which, by experience, , hath Sam found. or 
he of great ſervice, .is, open for the common uſe of perſons 
N of all ages and perſuaſions both in town and country. 
; lank certificates, with proper directions for. filling them up, 

are delivered by the librarian, at Dr. Williams's library, 
in Red-Croſs- ſtreet, near Cripplegate, where the regiſter is 
pt. — The only e of cenfiete, and regiſtering 


8 * 
THE FOLLOWING IS A COPY OF THE CER TIFICATE: ? 
heſe are to certify, that A B, fon (or daughter ) of CD, 
and E his wife, Was born at F, in the county of G, 


the ER day 3 in the year one thouſand 
ſeven und. ed and at whoſe birth we were 
deu. 4 5 223 
H I. 
K L. 
\ B. 4 CLAIMS 
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Committee adviſed them to refuſe payment, which they did 
| ſucceſsfully. — Page 475. 


("T4 


— cr o FEES, - > 


1742.— — A clergyman, having claimed his 
fees for chufching the wives of the Diſſenters in his pariſh, 
though they had never been at church; for marrying, 
though they were married in another pariſh and by 


another miniſter ; and for burying their dead, though buried 
in their own burying-ground; the Committee adviſing them 


not to comply, though proſecuted for | non-payment, the © 
clergy nan dchſted from his cm. 0 + Page 2 37 * —_— 


ho * * 1 *..7 
* ff i > 


1 CAAMARTHENS HIRE. The berg While 'A te. | 


mand on' the Diſſenters there for baptizing their children, A 
pang they wete”* baptized by Diſfſenting-Miniſters; . and I 
ſome of the Diſſenters were cited into the Spiritual Court 


for Lefüfing to pity thoſe demands. The Committee adviſed I 


and affſted them"in'To effectual a manner, that the proſecu- 
tions” were dropped; and the Heng Fila who _ I x . 


obliged to pay « coſts. - _ =Page SH" 


1750 CixENneEs TER. dome "Diſontors, EVR Gael | 
in the Spiritual Court for- refuſing to pay fees, Alegally de- 
manded of them by the clerk of the pariſh, the Com- 


mittee adviſed them to perſiſt in ſuch. refuſal. — Page 331. 


| 1764. WELFORD. * On a charge being made on the 
Diſſenters by the miniſter for churching their wives; the 


* Theſe numbers refer to the pages in the original minute-books 0 of the 
Committee, 


7 


s of the 


(9) 


1969. NEWeASs TIE. — The clergyman, demanding ten 
bee for the burial of a man, who was interred in the 


E: © diſſenters burying-ground, where the church-ſervice was not 


read; the widow was adviſed by the Committee not to pay 
the demand, and no more was . of this matter, 
Vol. II. page wy 


1772. ie mortuary. being ae on 
the death of the head of every family; the Diſſenters were 
informed by che Committee that it was due where it had 
been eee to be 2 and no otherwiſe. —Vol. II. 
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| cabins WeENDENS. — The kai of than pariſh threat- 
ened the Difſenting-Miniſter with proſecution, for burying 
a perſon, belonging to his congregation, in the burying- 
ground of his meeting-houſe, without paying the pariſn- 
dues. The ſecretary was ordered to ſend advice to the mi- 
niſter, and no farther application was made. — Vol. II. 


Page 305. 


1 HAxBoR oven. — The clergyman demanded fees, 
on burials in the meeting-houſe-ground, as being in his pa- 
Tiſh; threatening, on refuſal of payment, to proceed in the 
Spiritual Court. Mr. Colman, the party, was adviſed to 
appear if cited, to pray a copy of the libel, and to give no- 
tice to the Committee; and nothing farther was heard of 
tis matter, Vol. II. Page 345. 


lib SoHAM. — 44 Gmilar demand was made; and, by 
advice of the Committee, e reſiſted. 


1786. 
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1786. SwaNs EA. - A bill was preſented (amounting to 


£43) of the coſts in ſeveral ſuits in the archdeacon's court 


in Carmarthen, brought, by the pariſh-clerk and ſexton 


for non-payment of eccleſiaſtical dues; in conſequence-,of 
which they had been excommunicated. On examination of 
the affair, the Committee determined, that the ſaid bill muſt 


againſt the defendants. It was then reſolved, that, if any 
ſuch claims ſhould be made in future by the clerk or ſexton, 


the parties, on application, ſhould be aſſiſted. The Com- 


mittee paid farther coſts of ( 23; after which the Court re- 
fuſed to take off the excommunication, unleſs the parties 
would ſwear not to offend again in like manner: which they 
refuſed. A farther expenſe of ( 14 was incurred, and the 
Committee then obtained a prohibition from the King's 
Bench, by which the parties were ordered to be abſolved.— 
Val. H. page 4344" et ys "SE EAT EAT Cont; 


© a 4 
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CLERGY. —REFUSALS. 10 PERFORM | 
en e 


1748. WATESFIELD. — Burial was, refuſed, to the chil- 


dren of ſome Diſſenters, on account of their not having deen 
| baptized according to the rites of the church of England. 


On application to the biſhop of Norwich, he wrote to the 
clergyman, and expreſſed his hope no occaſion would be 
given for ſuch complaints in future. — Page 310. 


1748. 


of Swanſea againſt William Thomas and other perſons, 


be paid, as judgment had been ſuffered to go by default 


ſince their firſt eſtabliſhment. 


* 


1548. IsLE of WiGHT. - A clergyman, refuſing to 
bury a child without a certificate of its baptiſm, Dr. Avery,“ 


the chairman, applied to the biſhop of Wincheſter, who 
wrote to the ſaid clergyman; after which the Committee 
received no farther complaints of his conduct. 


1764. LLANVIGAN: — The miniſter, refuſing to bury a 
child, becauſe it was baptized by a Diſſenting-Miniſter; 
the Committee interfered and the miniſter made ſatisfaction 


ee 1row9 ad Pn—mao 3, abga 


1769. HAN ST ERL EVS. A clergyman refuſed to marry 
a couple becauſe they had never been baptized, and demand- 


ed marriage- fees after the parties had been married in Scot- 
land, threatening to proſecute them in the Spiritual Court. 
The parties being adviſed not to pay thoſe: fees, but to ap- 


pear to the citation, to prevent being charged with a con- 


tempt of the Court, nothing farther was Nan of the affair. 


— Vol. II. Page 49. 


3 1 — The vicar having refuſed to 


bury a child, the ſecretary was ordered to write to him. 
He ' inſiſted on having done right. The caſe being then 


laid, before the -biſhop of Llandaff, he pleaded, that the 
child had been baptized by a man, who was not an or- 


dained Diſſenting-Miniſter. The biſhop reprimanded him, 
and ordered him, or the 5 to perform the ſervice over 


* For ſeveral years, and to the time of his death, viz. July 23, 3 the 
doctor was chairman of the Deputation, and alſo of the managers of the 
Widows' Fund. He was one of the gentlemen who were principally concerned 
in forming both of thoſe important and beneficial ſocieties ; in which the Pro- 
teſtant-Diſſenters of the three denominations have been happily united ever 


* 


* 


'P 
| 
1 


| 5 


(Erin) 
the corpſe of any Diſſenter which ſhould be 5 to him 
* en any „ee — Vol. II. page 44. et Ta 


4 


1772. Rae $-ASHBY. fie plas hain refuſed 
to bury two children, and having alſo demanded fees for 


_ churching the wives of Diſſenters; the ſecretary was ordered 


to lay the caſe before the biſhop of Peterborough, who re- 
primanded him, and he promiſed to do his oy: for the 
future. —Vol. U. page 1 55, et IE | 


4 24. 


obs, Facets; Dh curate ks refuſed to 1 a 
perſon who had been baptized by immerſion; the ſecretary 
wrote to him, and heard no more of the e Ali. Vol. II. 


Page ont 


| 178 Pl MELBOURNE, — The clergyman having refuſed to 
marry a couple who had not been baptized by a miniſter of 
the eſtabliſhment, Mr. Dodſon's opinion being taken on 
the caſe, was, that they could not refuſe, and were puniſh- 9 
able if they did: and, a copy of the opinion being ſent, the 3 
clergyman ſubmitted and married the two perſons, who were 


I PS. II. page 367. 


* 


1784. CHrSHUNT. — The curate having refuſed to bury 
the child of a Diffenter ; the ſecretary wrote to him, on 
which he apologized, and promiſed not to make _ diffi- 


| | _y in W H. page 377. 


1791. RINGSHALL. . corpſe of a Difſenter having, 


5 5 on that account, been refuſed interment in the church-yard 
| | by the curate ; the caſe was referred to Dr. Sandby, chan- 


cellor of the dioceſe of Norwich, who ſaid, if it were cer- 

| tified-that the man had been baptized, he would oblige the 
curate to 2 his duty. — Vol. III. Page 28, et ſeq. 

1792, 


1 


"og 4 : 
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= 1792. MARGATE. — Complaint was made to the Com- 
|| ittee, that the vicar of this place refuſed to bury a pariſh- 
7 ioner who had been baptized by a Diſſenting-Miniſter, 
ſaying, he would bury no perſon who had not been baptized 
1 n his church, and bid the friends go and bury the corpſe in 
the fields, &c. It was, however, ſuffered to be buried in 
Ihe church-yard, but the vicar would neither read the. burial- 
A Fervice, nor permit his curate to do it. The ſecretary was 
4 rdered to lay the caſe before the archbiſhop of Canterbury. 
His grace expreſſed great diſapprobation of the vicar's con- 
J Iu, and was pleaſed to ſay, he ſhould be reprimanded, and 
14 bf to the coutſe of the law for any future miſpehaviour of 
at m — Vol, III. p. 18. 


IxCACIES AND ANNUITIES. 


3 1747. MazsyRONEY. — The truſtee of a legacy of 
No, left to the miniſter of the Diſſenting Congregation, - 
Wfuſing to pay it; the Committee, being applied to imme- 
ptcly, ordered a letter to be written to the ſaid truſtee, 
ich produced the 0 deſired effect. — Page 302. 


41 753. By the advice of 55 Committee, a ſuit in Chancery 
$ inſtituted to recover ¶ 500, bequeathed to truſtees for the 
zefit of the miniſter of a Diſſenting Congregation, (the 
legacy being claimed by one of the truſtees as next of 
to the teſtator on the pretence or plea, that the legacy 


s forfeited by the congregation removing to another place 
orſhip,) and ſucceeded. | 
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Wilſon, for the uſe of the miniſter of the Diſſenting. Con- 
gregation at that place, and Mr. Wilſon dying before the 


upon making an entry in their books, appointing the dea- | 


14 » 
\ ( g 


1765. TREDWESTON. — The Committee obtained fof 2 
the congregation the payment of an annuity; which had 
been withheld; and alſo that the ſame ſhould be regu- 


7 
er 
N 


larly paid for the future. — Page 493. Vol. II. page 21, et 


- 1971. BIOESTER. — L 100 being bequeathed to Mr. 


teſtatrix, the reſiduary- legatee inſiſted it was a lapſed legacy. 
A caſe being laid before Mr. Bicknell, he ſaid it was not B 
lapſed. 'The only difficulty lay in paying to perſons not 
named in the will. The executor thereupon agreed to pay * 
it to the truſtees of the meeting, for the uſe of the miniſter, 


cons and truſtees to inveſt the property. — Vol. II. page 96, | 


et ſeq. 3 | 
Et WESTBURY. — The Baptiſt Congregation there 
defired the aſſiſtance of the Committee to recover a legacy | 
of £20 a year, left thereto by the will of Mr. John q 
Wilkins. By their interference, the affair was brought toll 
a ſucceſsfu] iſſue, without any hoſtile 788 eg II 
page 105, et ſeq. 11 
v 


. 1771. NalLswok TR. — Payment being refuſed of a le- 
gacy of {4 per annum, left by the will of Mr. Samuel 
Vates for the ſupport of the miniſter of that congregation: 
the ſecretary was ordered to write to the executor, which 
was s done ſucceſsfully. — Vol. Il, Pays 102. b 


1792. ANDOVER. — A derten to pay either th 
intereſt or principal of £ 100 left by her huſband to the mi 
To — niſte 


* 


tu). 


1 7 which had been regularly ale by his executor for. many 
. = Fears; a bill in Chancery was filed againſt her, on nen 
t e complied. gs 1 ZE 
a 1773. MoTTEs HALL. — Payment being refuſed of a 
„ F legacy of 40s. per annum to the Diſſenting-miniſter there, 
| on a doubt which had ariſen, a caſe was laid before counſel, 
h "| F. who were of opinion, that, the meeting-houſe having been 
„ FT pvled down ſeveral years and not rebuilt, the er was 
void. 
not . | TH | 3 3 
ay 1783. NoRWIOH. — Mr, Grantham Killingworth died 
, by Laber in January, 1778, having bequeathed two ſeparate 2 
__ legacies, of { 1200 each, to Fic truſtees, for the uſe of a 
96, congregation in Norwich. — The executor, having evaded 
the payment ſeveral years, and there being ſtrong grounds to 
believe he would not pay them without compulſion, appli- 
Is cation was made to the Committee. | By advice of the 
8 7 Committee, a bill in Chancery was filed; and, when this 
ibook went to preſs, the cauſe was ſo far proceeded in as to 
55 ſhew it would ſoon be terminated ſucceſsfully, © © 
1785. SWANSEA. — The ſum of F 100, held in truſt for 


the congregation, being detained from their uſe, the parties 
were threatened with a ſuit in Chancery, on en e 
ſubmitted, and aſhgnod over the truſt, 


1787 Conmosny, —A legacy of C 400 being left to 
the congregation there, and the executors deſiring an indem- 
nity of the Court of Chancery, an amicable ſuit was ac- 
cordingly commenced, and the lege paid. — Vol. II. 
page 423, et ſeq. 


1787. 


616 ) 


1787. HAVERFORDWEST, —A legacy of 300 in truſt 
for two congregations, - the payment of which was refuſed, 
was ſettled by the interference of the Committee. 


MEETING-HOUSES. 


1744. WoLVERHAMPTON. — The miniſter having been 4 
put in poſſeſſion of the meeting-houſe, dwelling-houſe, &c. g 
belonging to the congregation, and being afterwards diſ- UE 
miſſed, refuſed to deliver them up; on a bill in Chancery | 7 
being filed againſt him, he at laſt ſubmitted. — Page 271. 


[ 1744. BRENT WOOD. — An incroachment having been ; 
1 made on the premiſes belonging to the congregation, the 
Committee reſolved to ſupport them in maintaining their 
right, and procured immediate redreſs. 


oY 
% 
_ 


1183 Lriczs TER. — The heir at law of a perſon who 
had given a meeting-houſe to a congregation there, threat- 
ening to reſume it, and forbidding any alterations to be made 
without his conſent, an opinion was taken by direction of 

the Committee, which, being communicated to the party, 
prevented the congregation from being any farther moleſted. 
— Page 370. 
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1784. BIGGLESWADE. —The only ſurviving truſtee of 
the meeting, which was a copyhold eſtate, refuſing to ſur- 
render it, was prevailed on to comply by the interference of 
the Committee. — Vol. II. page 378. | ot 
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1785. 
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= 1785. FALMOUTH. — A elergyman having obtained 

1 of the truſt-deeds of the meeting, and refuſing to 
5 return them, a bill in Chancery was filed againſt Rim by 
advice of the Committee, on which he delivered up the 
3 & writing and paid coſts. Vol. II. page 37 55% n 


4 1787. Vonbite nt A fmilar cireumſtande oc=" 
curring, the party ſubmitted at the inſtance of the Commitrer. 
Y- rage a 


dif WM RXETUSALS TO REGISTER. 


1739. MoNTGOMERYSHIRE. — The juſtices refuſing to 
_ Wrexgilter ſome places of .worſhip, the opinion of the At- 
deen IN torney-General on the caſe was procured, on fight of 
the which the 88 ſubmitted. vol. I. page 198. 9 


1703 Rafe. A Ftattar tefufal 4 akolanis 5 was 
moved for in the Court of King's Bench, which Produce 


who compliance. Vol. I. page 261. 
reat- 


made 
on of 
"arty, 
eſted. 


1763. ANGLESEA. ww fimilar refuſal : compliance en- 
forced by mandamus. —Vol. I. page 47 ** 


1766. Ness . Gmilar refuſal 1 _reſpeAing 
nany places: complianes enforced by mandamus, as alſo 
yi he granting of certifies ts 6 Miniſters. a Vol. I. page 302 
tee of 

o ſur- 
nce of 


1769. Nenxonras.s = A d tat eefuls, on prototies 
hat the parties had net obtained the biſſiop's ceftificatss 
n. obtained by application froth the . 


1785.1 4 C 1770. 


618) © 185 
Lf 1770. MERIONETHSHIRE. | Vä 
Vi. Sosse xx. 
WO 1774. Rothann. 


1981. e n - Similar refuſals: compliance 9 
enforced 7 mandamus. i 
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the ee not 1 Von worked for by motion \ off | 
Counſel. compliance was obtained * the interference of 1 


Ws 
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4 | Be 


| lied: at the inſtance of he Commitee 


1 1591. LIN coLINSHIRE.— Similar refuſals as to places 
bl and miniſters, and alſo to permit laymen to qualify as Diſ-l 


4 ſenters : the juſtices complied, on being threatened with 
| mandamus. } 
lt 


PARLIAMENTA Ig PROCEEDINGS. | 


1738. The Sanne W a on to hs ke: is 

the Houſe of Commons for the repeal or explanation of the 
Corporation and Teſt Acts; they drew up, printed an- 
 diftributed among the members, reaſons for ſuch a repeal 
and, at a conſiderable expenſe, diſperſed divers pamphlets i 
vindication of the meaſure, -— Page 164, et ſeq. — See Ap 
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1745 


9 


1743. — They obtained a clauſe to be inſerted in the Act 
Þ for the better lighting the City of London, by which the 
1 Diſſenting meeting-houſes were exempted from being aſſeſſed 
3 at the diſcretion of the Aldermen and'Common-Council of 
their reſpective wards, and placed in the ſame fituation' with | 
IF all other buildings of a URE nature. — Tone _ 


1752. — They obtained the omillicn of a clauſe in the 
Indemnifying Act, which might have proved detrimental to 
- Diſſenters. — * 347. | 


5 1257. — They obtained that the exerciſe of the militia 
Wis t not be on the HOW day. 


giſter , 1772. — The Rev. Mr. Pickard, the Now? Dr. Furneaux, 
com- and the Rev. Dr. Stennett, being a Committee deputed by 


; Y the general body of Diſſenting-Miniſters to apply to Parlia- 
g ment for the farther relief of Proteſtant Diſſenting-Miniſters, 
7 tutors, and ſchool-maſters, requeſted the advice, concur- 
rence, and aſſiſtance, of the deputation in carrying theſe 
purpoſes into execution; on which it was reſolved, © That 
this Committee doth entirely approve of, and will moſt 
„ heartily concur with, the ſaid deſign, apprehending it to 
* be of the utmoſt importance to the liberty of Proteſtant 
“ Difſenters, - and that they will, by all means in their 
power, affiſt in promoting it.” And every exertion was 
made 11 See made. —Vol. II. page 2200 
n of th 7 
ted an- 
, repeal 
phlets ii 
. See Ap 


1784. — A doubt having ariſen on the late Act, of regiſ- 
ering births, and burials, and marriages, whether the ſame 
xtended to Proteſtant Difſenters : — Vol. II. page 375, et 


* * 


1743 „ e The 


—— 2 


. * — — ; 


„ e -—- w__ 

22 — 2 2 F 2 * 2 

r N 

4 2 N > ö * 
r n 


121 
> GAR 
Roy Fs} — 
5 * 


20 


The opinion of the Attorney-General, and alſo of Mr. 
Madocks, was taken at the expenſe of the Committee, 
who both were of opinion, that the Act did not extend to 
Diſſenters, and that the certificates of Diſſenters, although 
on ſtamps, would not be legal evidence, and adviſed the 
Committee to apply for an amendment of the AQ, which 
wy Oy did, and obtained it. 


PAROCHIAL AFFAIRS. 


1737. — Relief was procured for the Diſſenting inhabi- 5 


tants of St. Olave's, Southwark, St. Leonard, Shoreditch, 
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and St. Mary, Rotherhithe, from ſome oppreſſions at- 
tempted to be brought upon them, by certain clauſes in 


pairing their e pariſh-churches. 


1940. — They defended a Baptiſi-Miniſter who was pro- 
ſecuted for refuſing to ſerve the office of church-warden of 
the * where he reſided. — Page 20 . 


1748. — The Dikentere ar Werten finding themſelves 
aggrieved by a rate for the ſupport of an organ, erected by 


voluntary contribution, the Committee procured the heſt 
opinions upon the caſe, both in Doctors Commons and 


Weſtminſter-hall, and the affair was ſatisfactorily ſettled. 


— Page 308. 


1764.— A diſtreſs having been mike on a ee 


in Rotherhithe for a ene s rate, the Committee or- 


5 dered 


bills, then depending in Parliament, for rebuilding or re- 1 
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A dered their ſecretary | to recover my ſame, which he did. — 


, by „ 

567. = Severd) mcding houſes having been »Telldd to he 

gl 8 and-tax and to parochial rates, a caſe was ordered to be 

1 laid before Mr. Dunning, whoſe opinion was, that, where 

ch e profit was made of the place, it was not rateable. — Vol. Il 
F Pease 18. | 


5 N. B. This opinion has been ſince confirmed by repeated 
end uniform deciſions, and may be regarded as ſettled 
law. 


1572.— An attempt having been made to remove x 
9 Diſſenting-Miniſter as a pauper, counfelsꝰ opinion was 
3 ken on the caſe; which, being tranſmitted to the party, 
Procured him full redreſs. — Vol. II. page 137. 


1778. — The Diflenting-Minifter of Lymington, defiring 
> know if he could be compelled to take a pariſh-child for 
n apprentice, was informed that the Toleration-A& did not 
xempt him, but adviſed to try the effect of an x appeal. « — 
ol. II. page 276. 


1783. e Diffenting-Midiſte of Framlingham ma- 


ted by ng a fimilar complaint, was adviſed to try an 3 to 
8 Ys ne ſeſhons. — Vol, II. page 352. | 
ſettled. 


1185, — The meeting-houſe, at Maze-pond, Southwark, ; 
a aving been aſſeſſed to the Houſe, Window, and Commu- 
5 . ation Tax, on account of the pew-opener reſiding. in part 
-houf | 


"WF it, was relieved on an appeal. The furveyor however in- 
Wited on a caſe, for the opener of the Judges, but after- 
dered 2 
gave it up. 


c 3 1989. 
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18 —The Bitch Aide 6 of 1e being 0 | 
ened with removal from his pariſh, on a pretence of his 
being likely to become chargeable : the Committee adyiſed 
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1 that his friends ſhould offer to indemnify the pariſh. On 
9 his attending the ſeſſions, the juſtices refuſed to make the 
. order, and reprimanded the pariſh-officers for their con- 
b 17 | | e EX + Pius 
. duct. Th e 


PROSECUTIONS: VARIOUS. 


164. — Several Diſſenters, in Wales, having been cited 1 
into the Spiritual Court for not bringing their children to be 5 
chriſtened by their pariſh-miniſter, and their wives to be : 
churched, and their miniſters for baptizing ; ; the Committee 
interpoſed, and put a ſtop to any farther proceedings. — — = 
1 95 474. es 


4760 3 juſtice : at T regony, having anecnd: a diſtreſs 
on the goods of a Difſenter on the Conventicle-Act, re- 
fuling to make ſatisſaction to the party, the Committee, on 
the opinion of counſel, adviſed an action to be brought 
againſt him, and on trial it was ordered; that the juſtice 
ſhould pay cofts, and the amount of the goods which had 


been ſold, and that what remained unſold ſhould be re- 
turned to the plaintiff — Tags $1] 1. 


1772. — Mr. 8 a Diſſenter, at | Oxford, having 

| been ſummoned to take the office of common-council-man, | 
was adviſed not to ſerve, or pay any fine, but to plead the 
Toleration-Act. He did ſo, and was. no farther moleſted 

by the cofporatibe. — Page 162. | | 


1788 


at- 
his 
ſed | 
6 | 
the 


(i apr 


: 1788. — Jonas Joſeph, a Diſſenter, of Veryan, near 


2 San n ec in the Archdeacon's Court for 


: ES Diſſenter'; but being an enn man, and unable 
ds to give his reaſons why he diſſented, the chairman of the 
ſſeſſions refuſed to adminiſter the oaths, in confequence of 


2 which, Joſeph was excommunicated, but, by the interpoſi- 
tion of the Committee, on another attendance; the oaths 
were adminiſtered and the. excommunication removed. — 


x . II. Page 478, VCCVVV mtr of Forged 

ted : SHLD 262-44: — . ie 
o be | OCT 2 
> be | RIOTS, ASSAULTS, 8 
ittee MY. | 
3 1741. F — "Poor rioters 1 inſulted 8 
ry congregation. of Baptiſts, and barbarouſly abuſed both the 

P perſon and family of one of them who lived at Swindon; 
treſs they were proſecuted, by which the peace of that place 
re- and neighbourhood was reſtored, — Page 215. 8 
. 1743 · ANGLESEA.. — They obtained an 1 
ute Ain ſeveral rioters who had diſturbed and abuſed the 
had Difſenvery there. — ae 261. 
e re- | 
3 1751 1. WaALsATr, Ke riot having 1 in a which | 

the meeting-houſe was pulled down; on. the repreſentation, 

aving of the Committee, the Miniſtry undertook to proſecute the 
man, ſaid rioters, — B 341. 
ad the 
leſted 3760, CLapuant—The Diſſenting-Miniſter having. | 
l been inſulted whilſt preaching, and part of the meeting- + 


1788. 


houſe having been demoliſhed, the Committee interpoſed, 
| C4 .and 
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I 24 ) 
and cara from the offenders reparation of the dam ages 


24 e 175 —_— — > Page 44. L 8851 


Fl 
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- 177 2. Wen — Mira 7 SY 3 have Satin 1 
ta the meeting-houſwin a riot, the Committee undertook e 
proſecute. the rioters, who, enge af _ n ran 


Ne —— Vol. II. page wile 


jt z 121 


1772. n eee congregation a ics 


diſturbed, and the mayor. of the ton having refuſed to 


grant warrants againſt the offenders, the Committee threat A 
ened him with a proſecution if he did not de Juſtice % tb 


injured parties, which had all the effect which the com- 


N OO — FI II. page 160, 

197 5. "bao 8. n eee been en riots at the 
meeting-houſe at St: Thomas, near Lewes, an attorney 
re into the facts, and apply for 
warrants againſt the rioters. * wartant againſt one being 


obtained and ſerved,” he made a ſatisfactory 072 nee 4 


| the affair ended. Vol. We page 210 * 277. 


1791. STAINE s. * Diſturbances having happened at the 
meeting-houſe, the juſtices bound over feveral perſons to 
appear at the next ſeflions in Middleſex.” On trial, the 


Tioters were acquitted, owing to a flaw in tha indictment, 
but were reprimanded by the chairman or. the keien — 


Yol. 55 Page 319 and 323. wh 10 
1918 Paru non open, Adee i . 
pened at a meeting houſe there : — Vol. II. page 345: — 


the rioters were a PENS, which d a re 
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7M 25: * 
1783. n miniſter e having b bis aſ- 
hated and inſulted while performing the office of baptiſm, 
me ſecretary was ondered to threaten the offender with 
pr pſecution, if he did not forthwith make ſubmiſſion, and 
. never to offend again in like manner: On which 
4 he complied with all that was demanded of him. — Vol. II. 


AH = 369 and 370. 8 —— 


1785. Gin BT.— An attorney of chat place, having 


; . diſturbed the Diſfenting congregation, during divine-ſerviee, 


. 
a 
7 


1 y curſing, fwearing, and other ill- behaviour: — Vol. II. 
* ge 397 : — a letter was written to him, and, on his ſub- 
nitting and begging Patlony u no o farther . were taken. 


1785. "FD ARIS.—An affaule Ao been made 
von the miniſter, the ſecretary was directed to write to the 
Fender, ' who thereupon terminated the affair by ee 
Vol. II. page 403. 


1787. LLANRYLLYN. — A violent outrage having been 
ommitted, by ſeven men maſked, on the Diſſenting-Miniſ- 
ter and two of his friends, the Court of King's Bench, was 
noved for an information againſt the rioters. — Vol II. 

page 436. — And bills of indictment being found againſt 
hem, four, being all who could be taken, ſubmitted to 
uch, terms of accommodation as the . ee 


proper to inſiſt on. 


. SCHOOL - MASTERS. 


The princ) pal reſtrictions under which ſchookmaſters un 
having been removed by the Act of 19 Geo. III. it is only ne- 
eſlary to * on this head, that, previous to that period, the in- 
ſtances 


% 


26) 


ſtances were very numerous in which the Diſſenters were mo- 
leſted and proſecuted for keeping ſchools, and were aſſiſted by 
the Committee. Since that time, but few have occurred, and 
in thofe caſes, by appearing to the- citation, and following: 
the directions of the Act, viz. Pleading non- conformity, 
and —_ the oaths” Wes all tribe abi has 1 
prevented. | nico; N 


SUNDRX AFFAIRS. 


1745. — On the breaking out of the Arg ae Comte 
mittee reſolved on ſending a. circular letter to the Diſſenters 
throughout the country ;* and receiyed anſwers thereto, 
expreſſing the warmeſt attachment to His en $ perſon, 
and government. — FOO x7 8 


| | 3752, — The Anden of a free-ſchodl, at 13 having 
made an order, excluding Proteſtant Difſenters children, 


* The letter was, as follows "x 
S IR, | 


The Committee of the Proteſtant. Dienters ! in and about London, having 
taken into conſideration the preſent dangerous ſituation of affairs in theſe 
kingdoms, by reaſon of the unnatural rebellion raiſed againſt His Majeſty 
King George, in favour of a Popiſh Pretender, ſupported by the power of 
France, the avowed enemy of the religion, liberty, and trade of this country, 
have unanimouſly come to the following reſolution, viz. That it be recom- 
mended to the body of Proteſtant Diſſenters to expreſs their utmoſt zeal and 
readineſs to join with any number of His Majeſty's ſubjects, in order to ſup- 
port His Majefty's perſon and government in the preſent time of od in 
any legal way! that ſhall be thought moſt effectual, | | 


I am, therefore, directed by the Committee to communicate to you the 
above reſolution, and they earneſtly deſire, that you would uſe the utmoſt of 
your influence with all your friends to Induce them to act in the moſt zealouy 
manner agrecable thereto, , 

Signed, by order of the Committee, 


IN JAMIN AVERY, Chairman, 


the 


17 
che Attorney:General's opinion was taken on its validity 
on which opinion, the Committee obtained the ſuſpenſion of 


the order, and the Diſſenters there were aff ured it thould 5 
not be executed, — Page 348, &c. | 


17 3 150 Commitive, beieg applied to for informa- 
tion, Whether Diſſenting-Miniſters might baptize children of 
members of the . eſtabliſhed church in an unlicenſed place, 
gave their Pane den it might be ſafely done. — Page 


314+ L 


1767, — Some congregations having applied to the Com- 
mittee to determine diſputed elections of miniſters, and it 
being found, on examination, that, having no ſtated rule to 
aſcertain the perſons who ſhould be entitled to vote, they of 
courſe differed widely on the point, and, moreover, that a 
determination of the Committee would not be final. They, 
therefore, declined interference in ſuch matters, and came 
to the following reſolutions. ; 


„That differences of this nature weaken the Diſſent- 
te ing intereſt, and tend to bring Diſſenters into contempt. 
Providence has, in ſeveral inſtances, favoured the attempts 
of the Deputation and Committee to defend the legal civil 


rights of the Diſſenters againſt oppreſfion. This is their 
proper buſineſs, and not to ſettle diſputes and contro- 


t verſies in particular churches, which ſhould always be 


„ adjuſted, with a ſpirit of meekneſs and humility, by the 
66 congregations themſelves, or their friends and neigh- 


6s bours, : 

46 That as it is the undoubted right of every congre- 
< gation of Proteſtant Diſſenters in England to chooſe their 
ad own miniſters, they have alſo the ſole right to fix the 
Ser 3 qualification 


| 
! 
; 


4 qualification of an elector. in de Store, it is the 
«© opinion and reſolution of this Committee, that it be re- 
* commended to all congregations, that, before they come 
„to the choice of a miniſter, it ſhould be plainly ſettled 
85 by them, what deſcription of perſons ſhould have votes; 
c and, in order to preſerve the ſpirit of peace and love, 
« which is ſo much the ſtability and glory of religious ſo- 


« cieties, the Committee would farther recommend to every | 


« congregation, which hath its ſettled miniſter, to conſider 
« the prudence and propriety of agreeing on this point 
among themſelves before any future vacancy may hap- 
6. pen, and that the congregations be informed of this opi- 
„ nion.“ — Vol. II. page wy: ö 


7788 Addreſſes to their" Maieſties, on the King's reco- 


very from his late illneſs, were reſolved on. Vol. II. 


page 469. — The two addreſſes were ſigned, and preſented, 
by Meſſrs. Edward Jeffries, William Fuller, Benjamin 
Boddington, and James Bogle F rench, — Vol. II. Page 469, 
et 12 
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fa of the Proceedin gs to obtain the Repeal of the 


Corporation and Teſt Aﬀs. 


In the year 1732, the Proteſtant Diſſenters feeling the 


peculiar injury of the operation of the 'Feſt and Corpora- 


tion Laws, when they had but a ſhort time before. eminent- 
iy ee themſelves in ſupport. of the: eſtabliſhed 


government; 
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government; and believing, that, on this very account, the 
Court and the Miniſtry were juſtly favourable to them, held 


„ = general aſſembly at the meeting houſc, in Silver-ſtreer, 
where a Committee was choſen, to whom it was given in 
5 charge to conſider and report when, and in what manner, 
it would be expedient to apply for a repeal or explanation of 

choſe Acts. This Committee, which was highly reſpect- 


able,“ after waiting on ſome perſons of diſtinction, came 
'Y IE to a reſolution againſt an immediate application, Probably 


- the Miniſtry, though themſelves willing to comply with 
. the juſt requeſts of the Diſſenters, were afraid of the 
* If temper of the country and of the revival of the ſenſeleſs 


P clamour, that the church was in danger.” The General 
Meeting, to whom the report was made, not perhaps ac- 
quainted with all the circumſtances on which the Committee 


II. had formed their opinion, felt little diſpoſed to concur in the 
. delay: at the motion of Lord Barrington, the Committee 
he was enlarged by the addition of four gentlemen, the report 


60. Is recommitted; and it was reſolved, that every congre- 
9 gation in and within ten miles of London ſhould be re- 
aueſted to depute two of its members; to which body of de- 
puties the ſecond report ſhould be made. This, however, 
agreeing with the firſt, and many of the leading perſons 

dan in che ne perſuaded of the Miniſter's an 


* FORTE donor, 0 Chal, 


| | Dr. Benjamin Avery. Nathaniel Garland, Eſq, 
be ET Barrington. John Holliſter, Eſq. 
John Jacob, Eſq. _ Thomas Abury, Eſq. 
Stamp Brook ſbank, Ed. Iames Rich, Ed. 
Joha Bance, E-. © George Baker, Eſq. 
- Richard Coope, Ef. Peter Hinde, Eq. 


Samuel Leffingham, Eq. Matt. Howard, Eg. 
Benjamin Mee, Eſq. - Joſ. Paice, Elq. 
Nathaniel Gould, Eſq. Francis Wilks, Eſq. 
William Snell, Eſq. "James Bradley, Efq. Nba WS, 


3 
in recommending the poſtponement of the meaſure, it was 
thought moſt prudent to follow his advice, and the affair 
was, for that time, concluded, by ſending à circular letter 
to the principal congregations in the country, explanatory 


of the reaſons of this delay. — At the general election, 
which ſoon after occurred, the Diſſenters, uninfluenced by this 


diſappointment, continued ſteady in the intereſts of the Mig 
adminiſtration; and early in the year 1735, a Committee 
was appointed again to conſult with Sir Robert Walpole on | 
the fubject, who returned for anſwer, * That on account of | 
the ſituation of public affairs, both foreign and domeſtic, 
& his Majeſty's ſervants were not of opinion, that the time 
was then proper; but that, as the Difſenters had more 
«<-than once deferred their application, in deference to the 
„ wiſhes of Miniſters, and in the late elections had behaved 
« ſo exceedingly well, they would leave it to them to make 
« the attempt, if they ſaw fitting, the next ſeſſions. — On 
this it was reſolved to perſiſt.— The heads of a bill were 
drawn and meaſures taken to promote ſucceſs. — The an- 
wers given by moſt of the members, to whom applications 
were made, afforded but faint hopes. On the 12th of March, 
1736, however, Mr. Plumer, member for Harts, 'moved | 
tie Houfe for the repeal of the Teſt-Act, when, after a de- 
bate of conſiderable length, in which he was ſupported by 
Sir Wilfred Lawſon, Lord Polwarth, Alderman Heathcote, 
and other Gentlemen, univerſally regarded as well- affected 
to the eſtabliſhed church, the queſtion. was loſt by a ma- 
jority of 251 to 123. Sir Robert Walpole not daring to 
give it his countenance, though in his ſpeech againſt the 
motion he expreſſed himſelf reſpectfully, and even affection- 
ately, of the Diſſenters. After this defeat, the buſineſs was 
cloſed by another circular letter to the country, and a letter 
to Ireland, in reply to one which had been received from 
the Piſſeuten of chat a 


The 
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The fubject being reſumed in 1738, it was reſolved, at a 
General Meeting of the Deputies in November, that another 


application ſhould be made in the enſuing ſeſſion of Parlia- 


| ment; = In March, 1739, printed reaſons, in favour of the 


meaſure, were circulated among the members; and, on the 


goth, the queſtion was again debated, and loſt by the majority 


of 188 to 89, under circumſtances nearly ſimilar to the former. 
— A report of the whole tranſaction being made to the Ge- 
neral Meeting,” the 'Committee was requeſted to keep the 
object always in view, that no proper opportunity of bring- 
ing it forward might be ſuffered to paſs unimproved. It 
appears, however, that the ſpirit of the Diſſenters was ſo 
broken or their hopes ſo completely. deſtroyed by theſe de- 
feats, that the idea of applying again hardly preſented itſelf, 
till after the lapſe of almoſt half a century, when in 1787 a 
meeting was called at Dr. Williams's Library. It was there 
determined, that the attempt ſhould be revived on the ſuppo- 
ſition that the bigotry and prejudice, which prevailed in the 


days of our anceſtors; were nearly extinguiſhed. —The ſteps 


taken were ſimilar to thoſe on the former occaſion. A 
Committee was appointed, including ſeveral very reſpectable 
perſons, who, though not Diſſenters, were known. to be 
friendly to the cauſe of religious liberty. — As then Sir 
Robert Walpole, ſo now Mr. Pitt, was waited on, was 
alike ready with a polite reception, and alike found reaſons 
for oppoſing the meaſure. — On the oth of March, the bu- 
ſineſs was brought before the Houſe, by the motion of Mr, 
Beaufoy, for leave to go into a Committee on the ſubject; 
it was ſeconded- by Sir H. Hoghton, and ſupported by Mr. 

Fox, Lord Beauchamp, Mr. William Smith, and other | 
gentlemen : but, notwithſtanding the imagined liberality of 
the times, and the ſuppoſed prevalence of ſuperior ligmi and 
knowledge, the number of members of the Houſe of Com- 

N 9 e | 5 mons, 


1 
mons, who, on this occaſion, appeared in favour of what 
Difſeaters eſteem. to be the cauſe no leſs. of juſtite than of 
liberality, was found to fall ſhort of what the year 1736 hat! 


_ afforded, the queſtion being negatived by 148 vdices to too, 


and yet it can hardly be pretended, that a fngle argument 


Was advanced againſt it, either by Lord North, its moſt 


ſtrenuous opponent, or by any other perſon Which had not 7 
been adduced fifty years before, ſuch as are too well known Z 
to need repetition. The public attention, however, having 
bern excited, it was not doubted but that ſcruples and pre- [ 
judices would, by degrees, be obviated and removed, and 
that the iſſue of another trial vrould be more favourable. 


Mr. Beaufoy was, therefore, requeſted to repeat the mo- 


tion, which he accordingly did, on the 8th of May, 148g, 
with equal judgment, ability, and zeal: it was ſupported 
neatly as before, and on the diviſion it ſeemed as if ſucceſs 
had been almoſt within reach, the numbers being 124 noes 
only, againſt 100 ayes. With reaſon, confident of the juſ- 


tice of their cauſe, the Diſſenters began now to flatter them« 


ſelves, that it would ſpeedily be victotious: but good 
ground of ſuſpicion has appeared, whether there was, 


at this time, any mote real diſpoſition to yield the point 


than had exiſted at any former period. And when ſome 


perſons, in the minority, expreſſed their ſatisfaction and 
their hopes, they were authoritatively told, that never 
again ſhould ſo near an approach be permitted. In the 


ſpirit of elation, however, which theſe augmented; hopes 
produced, meetings were held and Cotmmittees formed in 


various parts of England, and reſolutions, in many places, 


entered into, perhaps imprudently zealous, which raifed a 


violent ſpirit of oppoſition among all the high party 


throughout the country, and which; on the part of ad- 
Mr. Fox,, in che {pring of 1790, to take on him the ma- 


4 33 f 
nagement of the queſtion i in the houſe. The office, in the 
then ſituation of politics and parties, was little likely to ad- 
vance the perſonal intereſts, either public or private, of the 
man who ſhould undertake it. Mr. Fox, howeyer, cheer- 
fully accepted what was really a burthen, and, on the 2d 
of March, performed his taſk with his uſual ability. To 
ſay more would be ſuperfluous. — So much, however, had 
the: paſſions of the country | been raiſed, and ſuch was the 
temper of the houſe, that the majority againſt the motion 
was increaſed from 20 to 189, — the diviſion being 294 to 
105. Thus terminated, for the preſent, after three ſtre- 
nuous attempts, all hope of obtaining, from the liberality or 
the juſtice of the Britiſh government, the abolition. of laws, by 
which men (certainly not the leaſt deſerving of i its ſubjects, ei- 
ther on the ſcore of morals, induſtry, or loyalty) have been : 
for a century held up as objects of ſuſpicion to the 3 ignorant, 
the Lk As and the dice. | as 
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nm America. . 


It appears, that in a very ſhort time after the appoint- 
ment of the deputies, the inſtitution was conceived to be of 
ſo much conſequence and utility, that ſeveral applications : 
were made to them by the Diſſenters, in America, on mat- 
ters of 'different importance, and in moſt of which the 1 in- ; 
terference of the gane fortunately proved ſoocoſufyl. vr 

42546. Glebe-Lands i in [New England. * 1740, they | 
were "ohquaſtes to attend to an affair "depending before the 

| D 4 King 


s the late Biſhop of London's commiſſasies Bad done, or 


6 


New England, in certain glebe- lands there. — To this buk- 
neſs all neceſſary regard was paid, and, after tedious difcaf. 
ſion and long delay, it was finally determined in y ya, 
— to their NEE of the RIPPER of ths co: 


1744. Diſputes in Connecticut. Some internal diviſions | 


Having arifen among feveral congregations in Connecticut, 


their advice was deſited in 1744, and they were ſo happy : as 


to 2 the means of reſtoring peace and n, 


8 vas. Paying Feeteftaftical Dives 0 177. ep eebet 7 


Licenſes taken away. Legaty refuſed Payment, c. S. 
During the years 1740 and 1750, and to 175), various ap- 


| plications were made to them, for advice and affiſtance, in 


order to procure the redreſs of different oppreſſions; in all of 


which, either by proſecuting the modes they fuggeſted, or 


through their influence with the an then | in power, the 
deſired relief Was obtained. . 


1748. — Ge. of Biffops into America, — But 
a yet ſtronger proof of their reputation abroad, and of their 
inſtuenge at home, is to be found in the affair, ſo long in 
agitation, relative to the intogaction of biſhops © into 
Emerica. 


Wi This fekeimey which had ever book 6 fevoutits with de 
| Ohirch of England, was believed to be very ſeriouſty in 


agitation about the year 1740. The propoſal, as explained 
by Archbimop Sebkey in his letter to dir Robert Walpote, 


| was; that biſhops, to be ſeiit by the Engliſh government, 


ſhould exerciſe ſuch juriſdiftion, temporal as well as ſpiri- 
wall over the clergy of chelr eſtabliſhment; in thoſe: parts, 


ſuch 


1 
ſuch as it might be thought proper chat any future Cam- 
miſſaries Jhould. And to the queſtion, How any one could 
undertake to promiſe, that no additional powers ſhould be 
conferred on theſe colonial biſhops after they ſhould be once 
ſettled? he anſwers, that, ſtrictly ſpeaking, nothing of that 


kind could be. promiſed in any caſe. There was, alſo, an 
evident reluctance, in the patrons; of the ſcheme, to lay the 
epiſcopal power under any poſitive reſtraints or limitations, 
and a deſire expreſſed: of having 
open. Theſe cireumſtances, together with the ſuſpicious 
conduct of the Society for the Propagation, of the. Goſpel 
(the efforts of whoſe miſionarics ſeemed directed rather to 


proſelyte Difſenters to epiſcopacy, than to convert Indians | 
10 Chriſtianity,) and the high tone of ſome. cler gymen, on 


the neceſſity of uninterrupted ſucceſſion to the validity of 
ordination and ſome other points, created much alarm, and 


» v4 


the deputies, being juſtly of opinion, that the meaſure would 


give great offence in America, and be highly prejudicial, to 
the civil intereſts of the Colomies, appointed two of their 
body to wait on ſome ef the miniſters, and to acquaint 
them with their ſentiments on the ſubject. They were re- 
ſpeatully received; and liſtened to with attention here: 


and, abroad, the conduct of the deputation was acknow- | 


ledged by a vote of thanks of the Hauſe of Repreſentatives 
of Maſſachufett's Bay, tranfmitted by their Speaker. 
{ a 
1750. — In the next year they had oecakon to renew 
their vigilance, but no immediate ſteps were taken towards 
the accompliſhment _ of the ſcheme. It ſeemed, however, 
not to have been abandoned: for, after lying dormant for 


that matter leſt entixely, | 


—— — - — Ae REA” do — 


many years, letters were received in 1768 from Maſſa- 
chuſetts, repreſenting, that circumſtances had occurred | 


which excited great apprehenſions there, that the attempt 


was. ahout to be revived with increaſed vigour, On this, 
| D 2 | 


another 
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another interview was had with miniſters, who gave them 
aſſurances that no ſuch intention then exiſted : by which 
intelligence their friends in that province were much ſatisfied. 
Tt does not appear, that any farther interference of the de- 
puties, on this matter, took place during the few remaining 
years of the connection between Great Britain and Ame- 
rica. Although there is every reaſon to believe that at no 
time during that period the ſcheme was entirely laid aſide, 
eſpecially as, even ſince the ſeparation, it has been partially 
carried into effect. This, however, has been done with 
ſuch a reſtriction of eccleſiaſtical authority to purpoſes 
purely eccleſiaſtical, under ſo complete a ſubordination to 
the civil power, and in ſuch a connection, with a firm and 
extended ſyſtem of religious liberty, as prevent (and may 
they ever continue to prevent) thoſe evils, which probably 
would have ariſen from the introduction of an hierarchy, at 
a period when it would have been ſupported and abetted by 
all the authority and influence of the parent-ſtate. It alſo 
I affords much pleaſure to obſerve, that the ſteady and ſuc- 
ceſsful reſiſtance to this ſcheme, on the part of the Difſen- 
ters, has been proved to have originated ſolely in the ap- 
prehenſion of the temporal authority with which epiſcopacy 
| was to have been armed (and not in any principles of reli- 
| gious intolerance) by the liberal and amicable reception 
| which the biſhops met with in America, when they ap- 
peared there merely as paſtors of hs flock, ang not as 
by * Torts oyer God's avon. coll 2 
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APPENDIX, No. III. 
Sheriff's Cauſe. 
HakRISON v. Evans. 


In the year 1742, Mr. Robert Groſvenor, a Proteſtant 
Diſſenter, who had never taken the ſacrament according 
to the uſage of the Church of England as a qualification 
for an office, was choſen ſheriff of London and of Mid- 
dleſex. The Committee encouraged Mr. Groſvenor to re- 
fuſe the office, apprehending that the Corporation-Act was 
a bar to his election: and, judging this to be a point of 
great importance to the Diſſenters throughout England, ef- 
pecially to ſuch as were free of the City of London, they 
thought it became them to undertake his defence, and ac- 
cordingly, when the City moved the Court of King's 
Bench for an information againſt him, they engaged ſeveral 
eminent counſel to appear on his behalf. The Court una- 
nimouſly refuſed the information, on which the City 
brought an action of debt againſt him, which, after having 
taken ſeveral ineffectual ſteps, they thought fit to drop. 
Here, for ſome time, the affair reſted; till having again 


made ſimilar attempts, and having equally failed in ſome 


other inſtances, which alſo the Committee defended, and 


being convinced that the bye- laws, then in force, could not 4 
reach the Diſſenters, in 1748, they made a new law, with {| 


the view, as was alleged, of procuring fit and able perſons |} 
to ſerve the office of ſheriff in the ſaid corporation, impo- 
ling, for that purpoſe, a fine of { 400 and 20 marks upon 


every perſon, who, being nominated by the Lord-Mayor, 


ſhould decline ſtanding the election of the common-hall ; 
; D * and 


Had court heard- counſel for ern days, and Chief Juſ- 


tice 


En 


and of boo on every one, who, being elected by the 


common-hall, ſhould refuſe to ſerve the office. "Theſe 
fines they eee to defray the expenſe of building the 
Manſion-houſe. Immediately after this, great numbers of 


Diſſenters were ſucceſſively nominated to the office; and 
fines amounting to upwards of { 15,000 were paid, till, in 
1754, Meſſrs. Streatfield, Sheafe, and Evans, being elected, 
and apprehending they could not be obliged, by law, to fine 
for not ſerving an office to which they were by law in- 


eligible, applied to the Committee for advice, and, being by 
them encouraged to refuſe ſerving, did accordingly refuſe. 


On which the City immediately brought ſeparate actions of 
debt agaiaſt each of them for / 600 in a court of their own, 


called the Sheriffs Court. That againſt Mr. Streatfield 
could not be maintained, as he was found not to be within 
its juriſdiction; notwithſtanding which, Mr. Streatfield 


offered to try the merits of the caufe in the courts above, 
if the City were fo diſpoſed, which was refuſed. But the 


actions againſt Meſſrs. Sheafe and Evans were brought in 
the Sheriffs Court, February the 5th, 1755, and, after 


much delay and'expenfe (occafioned by the Diffenters being 


obliged to apply to Chancery for authority to inſpect the 


City books relative to the office) the cauſe was argued, and 


judgment given againſt the Diffenters in September, 175 


| On this the defendants brought writs of error, which, in 
courfe of law, were returnable in the Court of Huſtings, 


of which the Recorder of London was fole judge, and 


where the former judgment was affirmed in 1559. A cer- 


tiorari was then ſued out by Meſſrs. Sheafe and Evans, to 
Bring the cauſe before the Court of judges delegates, called 


the Court of St. Martin's : the delegates were Lord Chief 


Juſtice Willes, Lord Chief Baron Parker, Mr. | Juſtice 
Forſter, Mr. Juftice Bathurſt, and Mr. Juſtice Wilmot. 


1 
. tice Willes dying before judgment given, the other delegates 


unauimouſly reverſing the judgments of the City courts. 


Their reſpective arguments contained very judicious and 
forcible reaſoning in ſupport of their deciſion, all aſſerting 
the operation of the Toleration- Act to extend to the remo- 


E val of the crime, as well as of the penalties, of non- con- 
i- {Mformity. — Judge Wilmot ſaid, It hath taken away both 
y „ the reatum and the poenam ; it is no greater offence, in 
e. the defendant, not to have received the ſacrament ac- 
of ( cording to the rites of the Church of England, than not 
n, to be worth { 15,000.” — Mr. Juſtice Bathurſt: The 
1d * defendant's diſability is no default, unleſs it was his duty 


in | to receive the ſacrament, which he ſhews it was not, by 
14 . bringing himſelf within the Toleration-Act.“ — Lord 
re, hief Baron Parker: If the defendant pleaded ſcru- 
he ples, and no evidence could be given of his inſincerity, 
in | (ſuch for inſtance, as his having qualified to take upon 
ter him a profitable office,) he ought to be, and is, excuſed 
ng IK by law.” —And, laſtly, Mr. Juſtice Forſter : The merits 
the of this caſe-turn on the Corporation and Toleration Acts 
and | taken together. The former works a diſability on the 
57. part of the plaintiff, the latter ſhews that this diſability 
in | doth not ariſe from any criminal neglect in him. The 
Ws, if Corporation-Act prohibits the election of non- confor- 
and I miſts. The . e net renders e aptenee Bl no 
cer- | longer a crime.“ fs 


med | Notwithſtanding the ſerious, deliberate, and unanimous 
hief pinions of theſe learned and reſpectable judges, the City, 
ho, throughout the whole cauſe, had ſhewn the moſt” ho- 
le diſpoſition, and had refuſed to liſten to ſeveral propoſals, | 
5 which the expenſe to both parties might have been 
conſiderably 


delivered their opinions, ſeriatim, on the 5th July, 1962, | 


( 40 ) 
| conſiderably lefſened, reſolved to carry the buſineſs before if 
the laſt appeal, the Houſe of Lords. Here it remained till on 
the 4th of February, 1767, when, after hearing the opinions 
of all the judges, and a moſt eloquent and argumentative 
fpecch from Lord Mansfield, the Hbuſe, on his Lordſhip's 1 
motion, nem. con. affirmed the judgment, which was ac- 
cordingly entered in the journals in the following words: | 
Mercurii, 4th of February, 1767. It is ordered and ad- 
judged, by the Lords Spiritual and Temporal in Parliament| E 
aſſembled, that the judgment given by the commiſſioners 
delegates, appointed to hear the errors in a judgment given 
in the Sheriffs Court, London, and affirmed by the Court 
of Huſtings, reverſing the judgment of the ſaid Sheriffs Court 
and Court of Huſtings, be, and the ſame is hereby affirmed; 
and that the record be remitted. By which deciſion this impor- 
tant queſtion, in which were involved the intereſts of Pro- 
teſtant Diſſenters, not only as to property, but perhaps even- 
tually even as to liberty and life itſelf, was for ever ſet at reſt. 


APPENDIX, No. V. 
Proj State of the Laws reſpedlin g Mon- confermifs. 


"ſha a ſucceſſion of ſtatutes from 55 reign of Elizabet 
down to the Revolution, Papiſts and others, not conforming 
to the worſhip of the Church of England, were ſubjected t. 
a great variety of pains, penalties, and diſabilities, whic 
it is needleſs here to detail, though but few of theſe law: 
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| * No notice 1s here taken of the alteration which 1 was made in the Gruatio t 
of the Catholics, by the 32d of the preſent King, as though the meaſure wi. ba 
in itſelf wiſe and liberal, and the relief given to them very important. Prote 
tant Diſſenters were not affected by any of the proviſions of that Act. 
| | | We 
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ePeere directly levelled againſt Proteſtant Diſſenters; yet, as 
| on Non-conformiſts, they were always included, and therefore 
Wor their relief the Act of the ift of William and Mary, 
tive Mommonly called the Toleration-Act, was paſſed. The 
ip's Tentiments of thoſe times on religious liberty, being, how- 
ac- ver, limited within very narrow bounds, Diſſenting-Mi- 
Piſters and ſchoolmaſters were left under the obligation of 
geclaring their unfeigned aſſent to the truth of the doctrinal 
Irticles of the Church of England, which being diſbe- 
jeved by many, and the right of the magiſtrate to impoſe 
hem as terms of toleration being denied by all, - ſeveral 


ons 


rds: 

ad- 
ment x 
zners || 
given 


5ourt pplications were made for farther relief. After repeated 
Dourt olicitations, an Act was paſſed in the 19th of his preſent 
med; Majeſty, by which they were freed from this burthen, on 


mpor- 
Pro- 
even- 
at reſt. 


ondition of ſubſcribing a declaration inſtead thereof.“ 


The ſituation chen of Proteſtant Diſſenters, under the 
xiſting laws, may. be . ſtated under the een 
eads. | 


Firſt, With reſpect to the laity : | 


EY Secondly, | The clergy: and 
11/270 W 5 


lizabet 
forming 


Thirdly, Their places of Warn | 


Firſt. W laymen, t to avail themſelves of the To- 
9 8 Y e if they do not ſcruple an oath, muſt take thoſe 
„ ne : 


eſe lavY _ 5 : v6 
, A. B. 40 ak 3 the 3 of Almighty God, that 1 


am a Chriſtian and a Proteſtant, and as ſuch that I believe that the Scrip- 
tures of the Old and New Teſtament, as commonly received among Pro- 
teſtant churches, do contain the revealed will of God, and 1 I do receive 
ze ſame as the rule of yr doctrine and * 5 


ne ſituatio 
aeaſure W. 
nt, Prote 
We 


* 


G4) 
of allegiance * and ſupremacy, and ſubſcribe the declaration 
zgainſt Popery +; thoſe who have that ſcruple muſt ſub. Ml 
ſcribe the ſame declaration; and, inſtead of taking the 
oaths, two other declarations ſpecified in the at. T Bui, 
though by a compliance with theſe requiſitions, they are 
_ Exempted from all poſitive penalties, on account of non. f : 
conformity, and are not compellable to take on them any 
offices of burthen to which the ſacramental teſt is annexed, 
yet they ſtill remain excluded from all places of truſt, prof ; 
fit, or emolument, under the crown; and, in common with 
other perſons, are forbidden to diſſeminate ſuch opinions a 
are —_ heretical, en — the "HR 


6 


Secondly. — Miniſters, beſides the oaths and declaration 
in common with Laymen, are obliged alſo to fubſeribd 
the declaration before- mentioned of the 19th of George III 
inſtead of the Articles of Faith. This is to be peri 


* Oaths of allegiance and ſupremacy. - « I, A. B. do ſincerely Promil 
« and ſwear, that I will be faithful and bear true allegiance to His Majeſ 
« King George III. fo help, &c.” — 1, A. B. do ſwear, that I do fron 
c my heart abhor, deteſt, and abjure, as impious and heretical, that damn; 4 
ble doctrine and poſition that Princes excommunicated or deprived by tl 
« Pope, or any authority of the See of Romi, may be depoſed or murtter: 
% by their ſubjects, or any other whatſoever. And I do declare that no fe 

> 
he 
5 


*« reign Prince, perſon, prelate, ſrate, or potentate, hath, or ought to ha 
« any power, juriſdiction, ſuperiority, pre-eminence, or r authority, eccleſi 


e tical or . within this realm. ? 
| F119, Phe 
+ This declaration, which is very 3 is A en 66 Tranſybſantiati Un 


c as falſe, and the invocation or adoration of the Virgin Mary, or of af. 
« other dene and the ſacrifice of the maſs, as ſuperſtitious and idolatrous.“ 


t a 


bo + Thoſe 80 the Diffenters, for whole uf: this book”? is Inte aded, * þ 


Ret the ſcraple in queſtion being vey few; ; theſe declarations bo, 
omitted. | | 


S Such, for 1 as Mette; 01 may A partial fs wa 
| the teſt by my; 
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form 
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ion formed at a General or Quarter Seſſion, where the ma- 


vb- {Wiftrates are enjoined to adminiſter the oaths, &. and the 
the erk to enter the tranſaction on record; which being done, 


he perſon is authorized to exerciſe his profeſſion, and. the 
inifter is exempred: from ſerving in the militia, on juries, 


an- T & tang other parochial ofice; * But, on removal into 
any er country, is obliged, on requiſition, to produce a cer- 
70d, :fcate of his having thus qualified: It is a matter of doubt, 


rhether thoſe, who- have thus complied with all that the law = 
equires, ate not legally warranted, by a liberal conſtruction 
df the 19th George III. to preach any opinion, conſiſtent _ 


us as 
y. eich the declaration therein ſpecified, however otherwife 


heretical, (that " As from the ee Articles. 


ation 
feride Thirdly. — As to FED of ur. Here the b 
ze NiEnakes no diſtinctien as to denomination: or deſcription of 


> perſſnon- conformiiſt, or as to the place where the worthip is to 
Pee performed, whether a chapel erected on purpoſe, or a 

pron-ommon dwelling. All that it requires is, that the place or 
—_ duilting ſhall be certified, (that is) that notice ſhall be 
| damnpiven of the intention to perform divine-ſervice therein, + 


d by. tl | either 
nat no f . 8 hat ls a Do 77 | 

to. bg * It ſhould ſeem that a perſon cannot properly qualify till of age, and 
cccleſultherefore that he would not be entitled to thefe benefits aud exetiptions of the 


ct, if he ſhould officiate ſooner; but it has generally been uſual to extend 
hem by courteſy to young men under age, who were bona fide engaged in a 

ourſe of education for the. miniſtry ; and it is to be obſerved, that perſons, un- 

ler proſecution for any offenes to which theſe Acts of Toleration extend, may, 
t any time before conviction, take the benefit of them, by complying with the 
erms requited. The fee to the clerk for reading the 8820 the oaths is 
4, and 6 d. farther for ddliveriog a certificate, | 


ſtantiati 
or of al 


atrous.” 
aded, W 
arations 
+ A proper and ſufficient form for this ee is as follows: © We, whoſe | 


names are underwritten, (any two or three of the parties concerned,) 
© do hereby certify, that A .cettam building ſituate (fo and ſo) in, 


co, reg 1 


form 


« is 


8 ts 1 


Hiker to the biſhop of the dioceſe, or to the be of 
the archdeaconry in his Court, or to the juſtices of the 
peace at the Quarter- Seſſion for the county, city, or place, 
in which it is ſituated ; and that it ſhall be regiſtered in the 
Biſhop's or Archdeacon's Court, or recorded at the Quarter. 
Seſſion, before any perſons, aſſembling there for religious 
worſhip, ſhall be entitled to the benefits of the Toleration- 
Act. Sixpence only can be demanded as a fee for the re- 
giſter or record, and the law has been repeatedly and uni- 
formly decided to be compulſory on the different perſons, to 
either of whom the notice is directed to be tendered to ac- 
cept it. The remedy, in caſe of refuſal, is by application 
ta the Court of King's Bench for a mandamus, which, on 
the caſe being made out, is always granted. But if they do 
take on them to. refuſe, though it be illegal and at their 
peril, no ſervice muſt be performed ; for, unleſs the place be 
actually certified, and regiſtered or recorded, neither preacher 
nor. hearers are entitled to the benefits of the Toleration- 
Act; nor, in caſe of diſturbance of worſhip, or injury done 
to the building, can any dale enen e on that c bh 
1 againſt Offenders: - 
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N. B. The AR alſo expreſſy requires, that the doors of 
every ſuch. place of worſhip be neither barred, locked, nor 
bolted, x Es the time of ſervice, ; 


1 intended to be uſed for religious ant ay and by virtue of the 
« ſtatute of the 1ſt of King William and Queen Mary, entitled An Ad 
. for exempting their Majeſties Proteſtant ſubjects difſenting from the Church 
66 of RE * the er of certain e Gee? OE 9 
25 | (Signed) & B. 
C. D. 
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